THE   GUILDS

remained subject to an agent of the lord, who dispensed justice,
supervised the defence of the walls, and led the militia.

The status of each town was decided by the personal relations
between the inhabitants and the lord; that is, it depended upon
the powers of action enjoyed by the parties confronting one
another, their feelings and requirements. In general the clergy
were hostile to any organization of laymen lying outside the scope
of the traditional authorities. As early as 1099 ^vo of Chartres, a
highly respected prelate, declared such pacts to be 'null and void',
since they are 'contrary to the laws of the Gospel'; and in 1213
a synod of bishops meeting in Paris condemned 'those associations
vulgarly known as communes, which have established diabolical
customs tending to the destruction of the Church's jurisdiction*.
The prelates were fenced to recognize the communes because
they were not strong enough to resist them. The lay lords, on the
other hand, were disposed to make extensive concessions, probably
because they stood in greater need of money. Sometimes, in
return for a money payment, the kings of France would confirm
the charters granted by the lords, but they did not allow any
communes to be set up on the royal domain.

Thus the organization of the various towns never bore any
relation to their importance. There were small towns and mere
villages enjoying a fully autonomous government controlled by
their own notables. The towns on the, domain of the king of
England in France had heads nominated by the king; but the
more important towns on the royal domain never had even a
corporate body to control their affairs. The largest town in
France, Paris, remained subject to the king's agents; it was the
prMt (provost) of Paris who dispensed justice at the Chalet.
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In any towns other than country towns the large majority of
the burgesses consisted or artisans and tradesmen. They worked
according to rules established by custom, which differed widely
in various regions, and our knowledge of them is very sporadic.
We know hardly anything about the towns in the greater part of
France. In the south-west and centre the artisans do not seem to
have formed themselves into corporations. They worked, and
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